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	Daniel’s Denners











July 21-27, 1996	“Healing through Forgiveness, Gratitude and Praise”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing:


A.	Steps 3&4 of Healing Prayer*


“Third, we believe.  This is the step of assurance.  We believe with the whole person:  body, mind, spirit.  At times we must confess with the father of the demonized child, ‘I believe; help my unbelief!’(Mark 9:24).  But regardless of whether we feel strong or weak, we remember that our assurance is not based upon our ability to conjure up some special feeling.  Rather, it is built upon a confident assurance in the faithfulness of God.  We focus on his trustworthiness and especially on his steadfast love.  Francis MacNutt writes, ‘Personally I prefer to concentrate on the love of God made visible in Jesus, from which flows his healing power.’...


“Fourth, we give thanks.  This is the step of gratitude.  Simple courtesy leads us to express our thanks for what we have asked to happen.  Now, I have never been able to pray in quite the way some do, with their bold pronouncements of accomplished fact.  What I do say is something life this:  ‘Thank you, Jesus, that what we have seen and what we have said is the way it is going to be.  Amen.’  What am I doing?  With the eyes of faith I am just looking ahead a little bit--a few weeks or months or years, it does not matter--and giving thanks for what can be...what will be, by the mercy of God....


“My Lord and my God, I have a thousand arguments against Healing Prayer.  You are the one argument for it....You win.  Help me to be a conduit through which your healing love can flow to others.  For Jesus’ sake.  --Amen(*Foster, 212, 214, & 216).


B.	What has been your experience with healing prayer?





Catapulting:  Vision and Training


A.	Biblical Unity & Inspiration+


“There is also a unity to the Bible,...that defies naturalistic explanations.  From Genesis to Revelation we find the common unifying theme of God’s loving pursuit of humanity, and humanity’s resistance to Him.  Amidst the incredible diversity of authors, perspectives, cultures, circumstances, times, worldviews, and literary genre, the Bible constitutes a unified song about redemption.  In the same way that the diversity of Scripture testifies to its diverse human authorship, doesn’t the overarching unity of Scripture testify to an encompassing, divine authorship”(Boyd, 130).


�
III.	Additional Resources:


Boyd, Dr. Gregory A. and Edward K. Boyd.  Letters from a Skeptic.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1994.+


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.^


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.














Coaching Instructions:	“Healing through Forgiveness, Gratitude, and Praise”





	Read Luke 17:1-3a


A.	If sinning is inevitable, why does Jesus consider causing someone to sin such a serious matter?  What does it mean to “cause people to sin”?  How is it currently possible for us to cause someone else to sin?





Read Luke 17:3b-10


What are we suppose to do if we see a fellow believer sinning?  What should we do if he repents?  How many times should we forgive someone for sinning against us?  How is extending forgiveness often an act of faith?  Why is it even our duty to forgive?  Why is it important to also forgive our most important enemy—ourselves?  Why is the practice of forgiveness such an agent of healing?  What happens when we refuse to forgive(Cp. Mt 6:14-15)? 





Read Luke 17:11-19


C.	What distinguished the Samaritan leper from the rest?  How did his attitude of gratitude promote not only health but wholeness?  How would you distinguish gratitude towards God from praise?  Why would praise also serve as an agent of healing in our lives?  How is the faith that pleases God expressed through gratitude and praise?





Application


Henri Nouwen suggests that the Christian community should be characterized by forgiveness and celebration; what could that mean?  Regardless of our station in life, how is the essence of healthy living accepting our station in life and thanking God for the possibilities He provides?  Whom do you need to forgive in order to become more free and healthy?  What do you need to celebrate in order to become more free and healthy?











Next Week:  Read and study Chapter 18 of Luke.


VISION:  TO REPRODUCE SERVANT LEADERS











