WEEK 50





	LEADERSHIP TRAINING GROUP














August 11-17, 1996	“Jesus Questioned”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Authoritative Prayer*


“In Authoritative Prayer we are calling forth the will of the Father upon the earth.  Here we are not so much speaking to God as speaking for God.  We are not asking God to do something; rather, we are using the authority of God to command something done....


“As a means of advancing the kingdom of God, Authoritative Prayer is focused primarily upon coming against the principalities and powers of this present darkness.  Paul writes, ‘Our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places’(Eph. 6:12).  In saying this Paul means not that the ‘blood and flesh’ are unimportant but that the real battle goes deeper.  Behind absentee landlords of ghetto apartments are the spiritual forces of greed and avarice.  In back of unreasoned and excessive resistance to the Gospel message are demonic forces of disobedience and distraction.  Underneath the organized structures of injustice and oppression are principalities of privilege and status.  Aiding and abetting the sexual violence and the race hate and the child molestation that are such a part of modern society are diabolical powers of destruction and brutality....


“In Authoritative Prayer we are engaged in the warfare of the Spirit against the kingdom of darkness”(*Foster, 229, 239-240).


B.	What have you been learning about exercising spiritual authority?








Catapulting:  Vision and Training 


A.	Why We Need Christ+


“You like me, are a sinner precisely because you don’t do what you need to do, and you do do what you need not do, and you like it that way.  Did you follow that?  And that’s why you need a Savior.  If you could clean up your act on your own, or even wanted to clean up your act on your own, you wouldn’t need anything more than a gentle ‘divine encouragement’ now and then.  But instead, you need a Savior who suffered and died a hellish death and who is willing and able to do the whole thing for you”(Boyd, 171)!


B.	Please continue to memorize your own gospel presentation.


C.	Vision Statement:  CDR Cameron Ingram





III.	Additional Resources:


Boyd, Dr. Gregory A. and Edward K. Boyd.  Letters from a Skeptic.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1994.+


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.**











IV.	Coaching Instructions:	“Jesus Questioned”





“Someday reality will come crashing in.”—C.S. Lewis


“If anyone chooses to do God’s will, he will find out whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own.”—Jesus Christ in John 7:17





Read Luke 20:1-8


A.	Why was Jesus unwilling to reveal the source of his authority to the chief priests and teachers of the law?  .What were they probably trying to point out about Jesus’ credentials?  How do both skeptics and even we evangelicals sometimes question Jesus’ credentials today?  





	Read Luke 20::9-19


B.	How does this parable address the question of ownership?  Why are those in positions of authority(in ancient Israel or in the modern church) sometimes most hostile to Jesus Christ and God’s plan for their lives?  What does God expect of his representatives?  Why will some be “crushed” by Christ rather than be rewarded?





Read Luke 20:20-26


C.	How died the spies attempt to discredit Jesus by questioning his patriotism?  Why is merely choosing between God and country often too simplistic?





Read Luke 20:27-40


D.	How sincere were the Sadducees in asking their question about marriage and the resurrection?  Why might this have been a question testing Jesus’ orthodoxy?  How does Jesus go about proving the resurrection here and in verses 41-47?





Application:


E.	When are questions inappropriate in approaching God through Jesus Christ?  What type of questions are encouraged & welcome?  How do we best go about learning God’s reality behind everything we sense and experience?





Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 21 of Luke





Vision:  Reproduce Servant Leaders











