	WEEK 48





	LEADERSHIP TRAINING GROUP











July 28-August 3, 1996	“How to Approach God””





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing:


A.	The Prayer of Suffering*


“It is hard for us to grasp the idea of redemptive suffering because our whole culture mitigates against any form of discomfort or inconvenience...But the entire life of Jesus shows us the compatibility of grace and suffering.  And Paul, whose sufferings were abundant and well documented, declared, ‘I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us’(Romans 8:18)....


“In redemptive suffering we stand with people in their sin and in their sorrow.  There can be no sterile, arm’s length purity.  Their suffering is messy business, and we must be prepared to step smack into the middle of the mess...Our hearts are enlarged to receive and accept all people.  The language of ‘they’ and ‘them’ is converted into ‘we’ and ‘us.’  All supposed superiority--whether intellectual, cultural, or spiritual--simply melts away.  Together we stand under the cross....


Another value:  our hearts are enlarged and sensitized by suffering.  We become ‘wounded healers,’ as Henri Nouwen has taught us to say.  Gone forever are the pat answers that--zip, zap--make everything fine.  We endure the agony that prepares us to enter into the anguish of others.  ‘The more love sandpapers our hearts,’ writes Glenn Hinson, ‘the more it quickens us to suffering.’  We come to recognize the suffering of our time in our own hearts, and that becomes the starting point for ministry”(*Foster, 218, 219, & 220).  


B.	How has God led you into the sufferings of others?








Catapulting:  Vision and Training:


A.	Worship is Like Play+


“It is the most nonutilitarian of all human activities    ‘It [worship] is in the highest sense the life of a child, in which everything is picture, melody, and song.  It is a kind of holy play in which the soul, with utter abandon, learns how to waste time for the sake of God.’  You can come to worship to do something, to learn something, to take some notes.  Or, you can come as a child to celebrate the God who loves you and wants to make you a partner with him in redeeming the world.  (Romano Guardini in Larson, p. 258).


Vision Statement:


Please save Saturday Morning, 0800-1200, September 7 for our next Pray & Plan at Dick Mortons.


III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















Coaching Instructions:	“How to Approach God”





Read Luke 18:1-8 and 35-43


A.	What similar lesson do both the widow and beggar teach us?  If God already knows our needs and desires, why does He want us to be persistent with Him?  How does persistence demonstrate faith rather than just ill manners?  How has hanging in there proved to be just as important as being gifted?





Read Luke 18:9-14


B.	What does it mean to be confident in your own righteousness?  How would you contrast the Pharisee and tax collector’s views of themselves and of God?  Why do you think “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”(Cp. I Pt 5:5) ?





Read Luke 18:15-17


C.	Why did the disciples rebuke those bringing small children to Jesus?  What did Jesus say about little children and the nature of the God’s kingdom?  What does it mean to be childlike in approaching God?  





Read Luke 18:18-30


D.	What was the rich young ruler’s essential problem in approaching God?  How is it possible for wealthy people to become true disciples of Christ?  Why is it impossible to out-give God?





Application:


Where has hanging in there proved beneficial to you when you were tempted to quit?  How might that principle prove helpful in your spiritual life?  What does it mean to you to be humble before God and other men? How could your worship be more childlike and uninhibited?  How have you felt rewarded for anything you gave to God?











Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 19 of Luke.








WEEK 48





	RETIRED FLAG OFFICER FELLOWSHIP











July 30, 1996	“How to Approach God””





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing:


A.	The Prayer of Suffering*


“It is hard for us to grasp the idea of redemptive suffering because our whole culture mitigates against any form of discomfort or inconvenience...But the entire life of Jesus shows us the compatibility of grace and suffering.  And Paul, whose sufferings were abundant and well documented, declared, ‘I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us’(Romans 8:18)....


“In redemptive suffering we stand with people in their sin and in their sorrow.  There can be no sterile, arm’s length purity.  Their suffering is messy business, and we must be prepared to step smack into the middle of the mess...Our hearts are enlarged to receive and accept all people.  The language of ‘they’ and ‘them’ is converted into ‘we’ and ‘us.’  All supposed superiority--whether intellectual, cultural, or spiritual--simply melts away.  Together we stand under the cross....


Another value:  our hearts are enlarged and sensitized by suffering.  We become ‘wounded healers,’ as Henri Nouwen has taught us to say.  Gone forever are the pat answers that--zip, zap--make everything fine.  We endure the agony that prepares us to enter into the anguish of others.  ‘The more love sandpapers our hearts,’ writes Glenn Hinson, ‘the more it quickens us to suffering.’  We come to recognize the suffering of our time in our own hearts, and that becomes the starting point for ministry”(*Foster, 218, 219, & 220).  


B.	How has God led you into the sufferings of others?








Catapulting:  Vision and Training:


A.	Worship is Like Play+


“It is the most nonutilitarian of all human activities    ‘It [worship] is in the highest sense the life of a child, in which everything is picture, melody, and song.  It is a kind of holy play in which the soul, with utter abandon, learns how to waste time for the sake of God.’  You can come to worship to do something, to learn something, to take some notes.  Or, you can come as a child to celebrate the God who loves you and wants to make you a partner with him in redeeming the world.  (Romano Guardini in Larson, p. 258).


Vision Statement:





�



III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















Coaching Instructions:	“How to Approach God”





Read Luke 18:1-8 and 35-43


A.	What similar lesson do both the widow and beggar teach us?  If God already knows our needs and desires, why does He want us to be persistent with Him?  How does persistence demonstrate faith rather than just ill manners?  How has hanging in there proved to be just as important as being gifted?





Read Luke 18:9-14


B.	What does it mean to be confident in your own righteousness?  How would you contrast the Pharisee and tax collector’s views of themselves and of God?  Why do you think “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”(Cp. I Pt 5:5) ?





Read Luke 18:15-17


C.	Why did the disciples rebuke those bringing small children to Jesus?  What did Jesus say about little children and the nature of the God’s kingdom?  What does it mean to be childlike in approaching God?  





Read Luke 18:18-30


D.	What was the rich young ruler’s essential problem in approaching God?  How is it possible for wealthy people to become true disciples of Christ?  Why is it impossible to out-give God?





Application:


Where has hanging in there proved beneficial to you when you were tempted to quit?  How might that principle prove helpful in your spiritual life?  What does it mean to you to be humble before God and other men? How could your worship be more childlike and uninhibited?  How have you felt rewarded for anything you gave to God?











Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 19 of Luke.





WEEK 48





	FLAG OFFICER FELLOWSHIP











August 1, 1996	“How to Approach God””





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing:


A.	The Prayer of Suffering*


“It is hard for us to grasp the idea of redemptive suffering because our whole culture mitigates against any form of discomfort or inconvenience...But the entire life of Jesus shows us the compatibility of grace and suffering.  And Paul, whose sufferings were abundant and well documented, declared, ‘I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us’(Romans 8:18)....


“In redemptive suffering we stand with people in their sin and in their sorrow.  There can be no sterile, arm’s length purity.  Their suffering is messy business, and we must be prepared to step smack into the middle of the mess...Our hearts are enlarged to receive and accept all people.  The language of ‘they’ and ‘them’ is converted into ‘we’ and ‘us.’  All supposed superiority--whether intellectual, cultural, or spiritual--simply melts away.  Together we stand under the cross....


Another value:  our hearts are enlarged and sensitized by suffering.  We become ‘wounded healers,’ as Henri Nouwen has taught us to say.  Gone forever are the pat answers that--zip, zap--make everything fine.  We endure the agony that prepares us to enter into the anguish of others.  ‘The more love sandpapers our hearts,’ writes Glenn Hinson, ‘the more it quickens us to suffering.’  We come to recognize the suffering of our time in our own hearts, and that becomes the starting point for ministry”(*Foster, 218, 219, & 220).  


B.	How has God led you into the sufferings of others?








Catapulting:  Vision and Training:


A.	Worship is Like Play+


“It is the most nonutilitarian of all human activities    ‘It [worship] is in the highest sense the life of a child, in which everything is picture, melody, and song.  It is a kind of holy play in which the soul, with utter abandon, learns how to waste time for the sake of God.’  You can come to worship to do something, to learn something, to take some notes.  Or, you can come as a child to celebrate the God who loves you and wants to make you a partner with him in redeeming the world.  (Romano Guardini in Larson, p. 258).


Vision Statement:





�



III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















Coaching Instructions:	“How to Approach God”





Read Luke 18:1-8 and 35-43


A.	What similar lesson do both the widow and beggar teach us?  If God already knows our needs and desires, why does He want us to be persistent with Him?  How does persistence demonstrate faith rather than just ill manners?  How has hanging in there proved to be just as important as being gifted?





Read Luke 18:9-14


B.	What does it mean to be confident in your own righteousness?  How would you contrast the Pharisee and tax collector’s views of themselves and of God?  Why do you think “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”(Cp. I Pt 5:5) ?





Read Luke 18:15-17


C.	Why did the disciples rebuke those bringing small children to Jesus?  What did Jesus say about little children and the nature of the God’s kingdom?  What does it mean to be childlike in approaching God?  





Read Luke 18:18-30


D.	What was the rich young ruler’s essential problem in approaching God?  How is it possible for wealthy people to become true disciples of Christ?  Why is it impossible to out-give God?





Application:


Where has hanging in there proved beneficial to you when you were tempted to quit?  How might that principle prove helpful in your spiritual life?  What does it mean to you to be humble before God and other men? How could your worship be more childlike and uninhibited?  How have you felt rewarded for anything you gave to God?











Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 19 of Luke.





VISION:  TO REPRODUCE SPIRITUAL LEADERS











