	WEEK 52





	LEADERSHIP TRAINING GROUP














August 25-31, 1996	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Radical Prayer*


“Radical Prayer goes to the root, the heart, the center.  The word radical itself comes from the Latin radix, which means root.  Radical Prayer refuses to let us stay on the fringes of life’s great issues.  It dares to believe that things can be different.  Its aim is the total transformation of persons, institutions, and societies.  Radical Prayer, you see, is prophetic....


“The weapons of our resistance make us appear to be completely irrelevant to a world based on power, efficiency, and control.  We speak the truth.  We pray for our enemies.  We refuse to cooperate with injustice....In our praying and in our living we value all, breaking down every barrier.  The class barriers have shifted somewhat in our day.  The slender people we value; the fat we don’t.  The successful people we value; the failures we don’t.  The powerful people we value; the helpless we don’t.  The intelligent people we value; the ignorant we don’t.  And on it goes, ad nauseam.  But for the children of the kingdom it is not important who a person is, only that a person is....


“So we throw caution to the wind and pray not just for individuals but also for nations, not just for the renewal of the Church, but also for the transformation of the world.  We pray for and work for the kingdom to come on earth--on all the earth--as it is in heaven”(Foster, 243, 248, and 250).


	To what extent would you describe yourself as a radical Christian?





Catapulting:  Vision and Training


A.	Resurrection Faith+


“Faith, then, is not believing the unbelievable; faith is risking your life on the unspeakable goodness of God.  We can ask Him to give us an experience of the resurrection for the first time or the one-hundredth time.  We need not believe the idle tales of the others who tell us about it.  That wasn’t good enough for the apostles.  We can challenge Jesus to prove who He is in setting us free from the past, teaching us to live and love in the present, and giving us His dream for the future”(+Larson, p. 333).


B.	Continue to memorize your own gospel presentation & share your faith in August.


C.	Vision Statement:


D.	Pray and Play, Sat., September 7, from 0800-1200 at Dick Morton’s home.


Men’s Retreat on Oct. 24-25 at Columbia Retreat Center  near Winchester.


III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















	Coaching Instructions:	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





Read Luke 24:1-12


A.	What did the women expect as they approached Christ’s tomb?  How were they surprised?  Of what truths did the angelic messengers remind the women?  What difference did the discovery of the empty tomb and the living Christ make in their lives?








Read Luke 24:13-35


What expectations and disappointments were the two of them carrying home to Emmaus?  What about their visit with Jesus made their hearts burn with hopeful desire?  How did Jesus open their eyes to the truth of the resurrection?  What did they do about their new found understanding?








Read Luke 24:36-49 


C.	What did it take for the disciples as a whole to believe that Jesus had actually risen from the dead?  Why did Jesus combine Scriptural proof with eyewitness evidence?  What were to be the disciples marching orders?  Even with the excitement of Christ’s resurrection appearances, for what did the disciples need to wait before beginning their mission?








Application:


D.	What practical difference have you expected Jesus Christ to make in your life because He rose from the dead?  How can the risen and living Lord Jesus Christ put an end to the “if only” regrets regularly dredge up from the cemetery of your past?  How can you test the actual power of the resurrection in your present?  What visions for your future are actually possible because Jesus rose from the dead and is alive forever?  
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August 27, 1996	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Radical Prayer*


“Radical Prayer goes to the root, the heart, the center.  The word radical itself comes from the Latin radix, which means root.  Radical Prayer refuses to let us stay on the fringes of life’s great issues.  It dares to believe that things can be different.  Its aim is the total transformation of persons, institutions, and societies.  Radical Prayer, you see, is prophetic....


“The weapons of our resistance make us appear to be completely irrelevant to a world based on power, efficiency, and control.  We speak the truth.  We pray for our enemies.  We refuse to cooperate with injustice....In our praying and in our living we value all, breaking down every barrier.  The class barriers have shifted somewhat in our day.  The slender people we value; the fat we don’t.  The successful people we value; the failures we don’t.  The powerful people we value; the helpless we don’t.  The intelligent people we value; the ignorant we don’t.  And on it goes, ad nauseam.  But for the children of the kingdom it is not important who a person is, only that a person is....


“So we throw caution to the wind and pray not just for individuals but also for nations, not just for the renewal of the Church, but also for the transformation of the world.  We pray for and work for the kingdom to come on earth--on all the earth--as it is in heaven”(Foster, 243, 248, and 250).


	To what extent would you describe yourself as a radical Christian?














II.	Catapulting:  Vision and Training


A.	Resurrection Faith+


“Faith, then, is not believing the unbelievable; faith is risking your life on the unspeakable goodness of God.  We can ask Him to give us an experience of the resurrection for the first time or the one-hundredth time.  We need not believe the idle tales of the others who tell us about it.  That wasn’t good enough for the apostles.  We can challenge Jesus to prove who He is in setting us free from the past, teaching us to live and love in the present, and giving us His dream for the future”(+Larson, p. 333).


III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















	Coaching Instructions:	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





Read Luke 24:1-12


A.	What did the women expect as they approached Christ’s tomb?  How were they surprised?  Of what truths did the angelic messengers remind the women?  What difference did the discovery of the empty tomb and the living Christ make in their lives?








Read Luke 24:13-35


What expectations and disappointments were the two of them carrying home to Emmaus?  What about their visit with Jesus made their hearts burn with hopeful desire?  How did Jesus open their eyes to the truth of the resurrection?  What did they do about their new found understanding?








Read Luke 24:36-49 


C.	What did it take for the disciples as a whole to believe that Jesus had actually risen from the dead?  Why did Jesus combine Scriptural proof with eyewitness evidence?  What were to be the disciples marching orders?  Even with the excitement of Christ’s resurrection appearances, for what did the disciples need to wait before beginning their mission?








Application:


D.	What practical difference have you expected Jesus Christ to make in your life because He rose from the dead?  How can the risen and living Lord Jesus Christ put an end to the “if only” regrets regularly dredge up from the cemetery of your past?  How can you test the actual power of the resurrection in your present?  What visions for your future are actually possible because Jesus rose from the dead and is alive forever?  
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August 29, 1996	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Radical Prayer*


“Radical Prayer goes to the root, the heart, the center.  The word radical itself comes from the Latin radix, which means root.  Radical Prayer refuses to let us stay on the fringes of life’s great issues.  It dares to believe that things can be different.  Its aim is the total transformation of persons, institutions, and societies.  Radical Prayer, you see, is prophetic....


“The weapons of our resistance make us appear to be completely irrelevant to a world based on power, efficiency, and control.  We speak the truth.  We pray for our enemies.  We refuse to cooperate with injustice....In our praying and in our living we value all, breaking down every barrier.  The class barriers have shifted somewhat in our day.  The slender people we value; the fat we don’t.  The successful people we value; the failures we don’t.  The powerful people we value; the helpless we don’t.  The intelligent people we value; the ignorant we don’t.  And on it goes, ad nauseam.  But for the children of the kingdom it is not important who a person is, only that a person is....


“So we throw caution to the wind and pray not just for individuals but also for nations, not just for the renewal of the Church, but also for the transformation of the world.  We pray for and work for the kingdom to come on earth--on all the earth--as it is in heaven”(Foster, 243, 248, and 250).


	To what extent would you describe yourself as a radical Christian?














II.	Catapulting:  Vision and Training


A.	Resurrection Faith+


“Faith, then, is not believing the unbelievable; faith is risking your life on the unspeakable goodness of God.  We can ask Him to give us an experience of the resurrection for the first time or the one-hundredth time.  We need not believe the idle tales of the others who tell us about it.  That wasn’t good enough for the apostles.  We can challenge Jesus to prove who He is in setting us free from the past, teaching us to live and love in the present, and giving us His dream for the future”(+Larson, p. 333).








III.	Additional Resources:


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.+


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















	Coaching Instructions:	“Experiencing Christ’s Resurrection”





Read Luke 24:1-12


A.	What did the women expect as they approached Christ’s tomb?  How were they surprised?  Of what truths did the angelic messengers remind the women?  What difference did the discovery of the empty tomb and the living Christ make in their lives?








Read Luke 24:13-35


What expectations and disappointments were the two of them carrying home to Emmaus?  What about their visit with Jesus made their hearts burn with hopeful desire?  How did Jesus open their eyes to the truth of the resurrection?  What did they do about their new found understanding?








Read Luke 24:36-49 


C.	What did it take for the disciples as a whole to believe that Jesus had actually risen from the dead?  Why did Jesus combine Scriptural proof with eyewitness evidence?  What were to be the disciples marching orders?  Even with the excitement of Christ’s resurrection appearances, for what did the disciples need to wait before beginning their mission?








Application:


D.	What practical difference have you expected Jesus Christ to make in your life because He rose from the dead?  How can the risen and living Lord Jesus Christ put an end to the “if only” regrets regularly dredge up from the cemetery of your past?  How can you test the actual power of the resurrection in your present?  What visions for your future are actually possible because Jesus rose from the dead and is alive forever?  


VISION:  TO REPRODUCE SERVANT LEADERS











