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August 6, 1996	“Truth or Consequences”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Wrestling in Prayer*


“This standing between God and people involves a kind of wrestling with God.  That is part of our suffering, a little like arguing with our best friend.  Tertullian calls it ‘a kind of holy violence to God.’  Like Jacob of old, who wrestled all night with the angel, we refuse to let go until we receive a blessing, not for us but for others.  We argue with God so that his justice may be overcome by his mercy.  It is only because of our intimacy with God that we can thus wrestle with him....


“This is not anger.  It is not whining.  It is, as Martin Luther puts it, ‘a continuous violent action of the spirit as it is lifted up to God.’  We are engaging in serious business.  Our prayers are important, having effect with God.  We want God to know the earnestness of our heart.  We beat on the doors of heaven because we want to be heard on high.  We agonize.  We cry out.  We shout.  We pray with sobs and tears.  Our prayers become the groaning of a struggling faith.  As Charles Spurgeon reminds us, ‘Prayer is able to prevail with Heaven and bend omnipotence to its desires.


“Fasting is one expression of our struggle.  Fasting is the voluntary denial of a normal function for the sake of intense spiritual activity.  It is a sign of our seriousness and intensity...We say no to food because we are intent upon others receiving a far greater nourishment.  We are committed to breaking every yoke and setting the captives free.  Our fasting is a sign that nothing will stop us in our struggle on behalf of the broken and oppressed”(*Foster, 225-226).


B.	How is God leading you to think about fasting?








II.	Catapulting:  Vision and Training: 


A.	 Do All Non-Christians Go to Hell?


“I can say with certainty that all without Christ are damned, but not that all without explicit faith in Christ are damned.  I can say with certainly that all outside the faith are in danger and that only those who have an explicit faith are assured of salvation.  But neither do I have a certainty that they are lost.  I know of some cases(Old Testament believers, children, retarded people) where this is not true, and so I must in every instance simply leave it up to God to do what is just and right”(+Boyd, 159).


C.	Vision Statement:


III.	Additional Resources:


Boyd, Dr. Gregory A. and Edward K. Boyd.  Letters from a Skeptic.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1994.+


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.**











Coaching Instructions:	“Truth or Consequences”





Read Luke 19:1-10


A.	Why do you think that among all the possibilities in Jericho Jesus choose to invite Himself to Zacchaeus’ home?  What did Zacchaeus discover about Jesus?  What did he discover and decide about himself?  What did Jesus say were the consequences of Zacchaeus’ choice?





Read Luke 19:11-27


What is the primary message of the parable of the ten minas?  What are the parallels between this parable and Jesus Christ’s relationship with the Jewish nation?  What are the consequences of believing the truth and multiplying resources?  What are the consequences of living so safely one tries to live a risk free life?  What happened to those who  rejected the Truth, the Messiah?





Read Luke 19:28-48


What was the significance of Jesus borrowing a donkey colt to enter Jerusalem?  Why did Jesus arrange his own triumphant parade?  Why would the stones have cried out if the crowd had not praised God on behalf of Jesus?  Why did Jesus weep on this happy occasion as He approached Jerusalem?  What would be the short and long term consequences of Jesus’ rejection just one week later?  Why did Jesus clean out the temple when entered it?  If the national leaders wanted to kill Jesus, what kept them from it temporarily?





Application


D.	“Where did Jesus first find you?(Up a tree?  Out on a limb?)”**  What do you think Jesus would want to change if he came to your home?  What do you think Jesus would conclude about the investment of your life and resources to date?  “How has Jesus ‘turned over tables in your life’?”**  How might you make Him more triumphant in your remaining years?








Next Week:  Please read and study Chapter 20 of Luke.


Vision:  Reproduce Servant Leaders











