	WEEK 51





	LEADERSHIP TRAINING GROUP











August 18-24, 1996	“Signs and the End Times”





I.	Companionship:  Prayer and Sharing


A.	Exercising Our Authority*


“Spiritual warfare is not something we talk about;  it is something we do.  How do we do it?  We do it by breaking all the destructive vows--both conscious and unconscious--that lie over the lives of people...Whether the curse is physical, emotional, or spiritual, we break it in the name and by the authority of Jesus.


“How do we do it?  We do it by taking authority over the sicknesses of mind and body and spirit...We call for wholeness and well-being to come sweeping into the lives of people.


“How do we do it?  We do it by coming against every ‘mountain’ that hinders our progress in God.  We command fears of all kinds to leave and never return.  We stand against evil thoughts and suspicions and distortions of every sort....


“How do we do it?  We do it by demon expulsion.  Wherever we find evil forces at work, we firmly demand that they leave.  We are in charge, not they.  In the ministry of power we take authority over whatever is opposed to our life in the kingdom of God.


“How do we do it?  We do it coming against all social evil and institutional injustice...We work for laws of equity and justice.  We give to the poor; we feed the hungry, we shelter the homeless.  All these things and much more are the work of Authoritative Prayer”(*Foster. 240-241).


B.	How are you exercising Authoritative Prayer?





Catapulting:  Vision and Training


A.	Simultaneously Holy and Sinful?+


“In terms of their re-created essence, (Christians) are holy, but in terms of how they manifest this essence in their thoughts, feelings, and actions, they are yet sinful.  In terms of God’s perspective of what they shall become, believers are holy, but in terms of their perspective of what they now are, they are sinners.  In terms of what is ultimately true, as defined by God, they are holy, but in terms of what is ultimately false, as defined by every other source, they are sinners.  In terms of who they are ‘in Christ’ they are perfectly holy, but in terms of who they are ‘in themselves,’ apart from Christ they are wholly sinners”(+Boyd, 182-183).


B.	Continue to memorize your own gospel presentation & share your faith in August.


Vision Statement:


Lunches this month 


Pray and Play—Sept 7       and        Men’s Retreat October 24-25.


III.	Additional Resources:


Boyd, Dr. Gregory A. and Edward K. Boyd.  Letters from a Skeptic.  Wheaton, IL:  Victor Books, 1994.+


Foster, Richard J.  Prayer:  Finding the Heart’s True Home.  San Francisco:  HarperSanFrancisco, 1992.*


Larson, Bruce.  The Communicators Commentary: Luke, ed. By Lloyd Ogilvie.  Waco,  TX:  Word Books, 1983.


Serendipity New Testament for Groups (NIV).  Littleton, CO:  Serendipity House, 1986.

















IV.	Coaching Instructions:	“Signs and End Times”





	Read Luke 21:5-6


What do we know about this rebuilt temple initiated by Herod and Jewish feelings for it?  What does Jesus began to suggest about the permanence of all things other than God’s Kingdom?(Cp. v. 33)  Name several of the most significant world changes since Jesus spoke these words?  What are some of the major changes you have seen just in your own lifetime?  





Read Luke 21:7-19


B.	In speaking first about the  present age and end times, what general signs do Jesus suggest will characterize this period?  Why are believers not be drawn away by false Messiahs and general upheaval?  According to this passage, how are we Christians to cope with persecution and even betrayal by family because of our faith?





Read Luke 21:20-33


C.	What more specific political development seems to precede both the destruction of the temple and the end times?  Why will no one miss the true return of Christ?  What is suggested by the parable of the fig tree and the certainty of these events?








Application:  Read Luke 21:34-38


D.	What wrong attitude could cause us to fail to prepare for Christ’s second coming? How will Christ’s return be a snare to most of those who live on planet earth?  How can we prepare for the coming upheaval and great return of Christ to our earth?














Next Week:  Please read and study Chapters 22-24 of Luke.


VISION:  TO REPRODUCE SERVANT LEADERS











