	MARGIN





	Chapter 10 - "Margin in Finances"





A.	How are we living in the best and worst of times financially?  What factors have contributed to our nation and most individuals living well beyond our means?   Why is a "lack of money the leading stressor among families"+?  Why is the current extent of national, corporate, and personal debt unwise if not also alarming?  How have credit cards contributed to our lack of margin?








Read Mt 6:19-24; Lk 6:38; 12:13-34; Ro 13:8; & I Tim 6:6-19


B.	What do the Scriptures seem to emphasize concerning money?  Why are we encouraged to turn away from the accumulation of it?  What does the Bible seem to say about debt?  How are we admonished to share our resources?  How are we to use our money on ourselves?  What are the joys of living with adequate financial margin?








Application:


C.	What kind of financial margin does God want to restore among us American believers?  "How is it possible to break the substantial power money holds over us?"+  Why can it become important to become counter cultural in order to restore financial margin?  How can we go about redefining genuine personal financial needs?  Why are our needs for margin usually better served by decreasing spending rather than increasing income?  "How much savings should we have"+?  What other practical steps will increase your financial margin?  How do you feel about your current financial margin or lack thereof?





Matthew 6:19-24


"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  


22"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of light.  23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness!  


24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.  





Luke 6:38


Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."  





Luke 12:13-34


Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me."  


14Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?"  15Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  


16And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.  17He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  


18"Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  19And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry." '  


20"But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  


21"This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  


22Then Jesus said to his disciples: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear.  23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes.  24Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!  25Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  26Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?  


27"Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  28If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!  29And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it.  30For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them.  31But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  


32"Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  33Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.  34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  





Romans 13:8


Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.  





1 Tim. 6:6-19


But godliness with contentment is great gain.  7For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  8But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  9People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  


11But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance and gentleness.  12Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  13In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you  14to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  15which God will bring about in his own time--God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,  16who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen.


  


17Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.  18Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share.  19In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.  























