	MARGIN





	Chapters 1-2 - "Marginless Living"





A.	What does it mean to experience marginless living?  On the other hand, what does it mean to live with margin?  "If we are so prosperous, why are the therapists' offices so full?"  "If we have ten times more material abundance than our ancestors, why are we not ten times more content and fulfilled?"  What are some of the primary pain symptoms produced by marginless living?  Why don't "people have the time to heal anymore"?  If marginless living is highly curable, why might many not be willing to embrace the cure? 








B.	Seriously, what are some of the spectacular achievements of the 20th century?  What do we mean by "the progress of mankind"?  How has the myth of progress failed to produce the euphoria and satisfaction our society believed possible? How have we become the world's leaders in failures as well as successes?  What "limits to growth" have we begun to recognize?  In what areas have we experienced real progress?  Where have we multiplied our pain?  How has "the promise of progress soured into epidemic personal, relational, and environmental pain"?  How have we become addicted to progress?  How might progress be leading us to an abyss?








Application:  Read Psalm 23; Micah 6:8 and Matthew 11:28-30


C.	Why must we "find a way to integrate the social, emotional, and spiritual into our notion of progress"?  How might we need to redirect our definition of progress?  How do love of people and right relationships stand above progress?  How do the Scriptures tend to define success?  Why are "the social, emotional, and spiritual environments more important" than the physical and cognitive environments which usually define progress?  How might the concept of margin serve us both corporately and personally?  "Where do you think God would have us search for answers regarding drugs, crime, divorce, suicide, depression, teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted diseases, and litigation?"  
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Psalm 23:1-6


A psalm of David.








�





�
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  


2He makes me lie down in green pastures, 


he leads me beside quiet waters,  


3he restores my soul. 


He guides me in paths of righteousness 


for his name's sake.  


4Even though I walk 


through the valley of the shadow of death, 


I will fear no evil, 


for you are with me; 


your rod and your staff, 


they comfort me.


  


5You prepare a table before me 


in the presence of my enemies. 


You anoint my head with oil; 


my cup overflows.  


6Surely goodness and love will follow me 


all the days of my life, 


and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 


forever.


  





Micah 6:8


He has showed you, O man, what is good. 


And what does the Lord require of you? 


To act justly and to love mercy 


and to walk humbly with your God.  


Matthew 11:28-30


"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  29Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  

















