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	CHAPTER 3 - "The Pain of Problems"





A.	What unprecedented changes have taken place in the last five decades that mark unique trends and problems for our generation?  Why could "an analysis of the past be more misleading than revealing when it comes to understanding the uniqueness of our day and the dangers of tomorrow"?  If "history has shifted to fast forward," what are some of the exponential changes proving our age is facing unprecedented circumstances and problems(see pgs 247-254+)? In what areas does the exponential growth of certain changes give us major cause for concern?  Why is it essential in addressing our complex problems to integrate rather than just isolate the immense issues?








B.	What is the "critical mass of problems beyond which a society--for, or that matter, an individual--will be destroyed no matter how wonderful the benefits it enjoys?"  "Are we approaching it?"  "Have we reached it?"  What are the implications of our overwhelming problems in terms of margin?  vigilance and humility?  quick catastrophes?    "the power of evil"?  and the relational collapse around us?








Application:  Read Isaiah 1


C.	Like Israel, what is the root cause of our nation's major problems?  Why is God not necessarily impressed with our numerous religious ceremonies and activities in America?  What does it mean to truly seek God's view of justice in a society?  How are we to "reason together" with the Lord?  What happens to a culture that refuses to repent?  On the other hand, what does it mean for a nation to be restored?  How do you think God wants you to be involved in reducing the pain of problems around you?

















