	MARGIN





	Chapter 9 - "Margin in Time"





A.	How does our time-operative vocabulary express itself in our culture?  "If you had the opportunity of setting the time agenda for society, which concepts of time would you endorse and which would you renounce?"+  What has happened in our culture to leisure time and the average workweek since 1973?








B.	What is meant by "time-devouring technology"?  How can we have "so little time in an era of so many conveniences and such vaunted efficiency"?  How has work invaded nearly every area of our lives?  How have time stressors affected family life in America?  Why does God not emerge as a priority in an time-driven society?  Why are Americans beginning to choose "leisure over work as the most important thing in their lives"?








Read Psalm 46; Luke 8:40-56; and Eph 5:14-21


C.	What do you think "God thinks of us now that we are so locked into schedules that we have locked ourselves out of the Sermon on the Mount"?  What does it mean to "be still and know that I am God"?  What does Christ's lifestyle teach us about time and priorities?  How can we "make the most of every opportunity" without becoming a slave to our schedules?








Application:


D.	How can we go about shaping a philosophy of time margin that will restore sanity to our schedules?  Why is it important to "expect the unexpected"?  What are some practical ways to simplify our lives?  Why is anticipation or remembering nearly half the fun?  What does it mean to really be available to others?  Why does God value "faithfulness over productivity, rest over speed, and availability over schedulability"?  How do you plan to allow for more spontaneity in your time schedule?








�Psalm 46:1-11


For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A song.


God is our refuge and strength, 


an ever-present help in trouble.  


2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 


and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea,  


3though its waters roar and foam 


and the mountains quake with their surging. 


Selah


  


4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 


the holy place where the Most High dwells.  


5God is within her, she will not fall; 


God will help her at break of day.  


6Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 


he lifts his voice, the earth melts.


  


7The Lord Almighty is with us; 


the God of Jacob is our fortress. 


Selah


  


8Come and see the works of the Lord, 


the desolations he has brought on the earth.  


9He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; 


he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 


he burns the shields with fire.  


10"Be still, and know that I am God; 


I will be exalted among the nations, 


I will be exalted in the earth."


  


11The Lord Almighty is with us; 


the God of Jacob is our fortress. 


Selah


  





Luke 8:40-56


Now when Jesus returned, a crowd welcomed him, for they were all expecting him.  41Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house  42because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying.


As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him.  43And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her.  44She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped.  


45"Who touched me?" Jesus asked.


When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you."  


46But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me."  


47Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed.  48Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace."  


49While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more."  


50Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed."  


51When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother.  52Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep."  


53They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead.  54But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!"  55Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat.  56Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.  





Ephes. 5:14-21


for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:


 


"Wake up, O sleeper, 


rise from the dead, 


and Christ will shine on you."


  


15Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise,  16making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil.  17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.  18Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.  19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord,  20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  


21Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.  


