Romans Lesson 17 Articles
Rom 13:1 Joseph submitted to the Babylonian authorities; Mordecai submitted to the Persian authorities; Jesus submitted to the Roman authorities. While none of these regimes were godly, God had authorized them all.

Rom 13:10 God is love, and the law reflects God’s character; therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law. Obedience is never about slavishly following rules, but always about eagerly pleasing a loving God.

Christians have been called out of this world (John 15:18 and 17:14), but they still have responsibilities to the state. The best citizen ought to be the Christian citizen. Though the church is not to get involved in party politics, individual believers certainly should use their God-given privileges as citizens to see to it that the best leaders are elected and the best laws are enacted and enforced justly. When we think of godly leaders like Joseph, Daniel, and Esther, who were able to exercise spiritual ministries in pagan governments, we can see what the Spirit can do through the dedicated believer. 

The “higher powers” (v. 1) are the rulers of government, even though they may not be Christians. We thank God that the Gospel can reach a government official, such as Erastus, the city treasurer (Rom. 16:23), and some of Nero’s officials (Phil. 4:22). But we must recognize the fact that even an unsaved government official is a minister of God. Even if we cannot respect the person, we must respect the God-ordained office.

Rulers are a terror to bad people, not to good people; so people who live consistent Christian lives need not fear. (Of course, where the government is openly opposed to Christ, Acts 5:29 is the principle to follow.) Keep in mind that God ordained human government, including capital punishment, after the flood (see Gen. 8:20–9:7). The church is not to bear the sword; the government does that. God has established only three institutions on earth: the home (Gen. 2), the church (Acts 2), and human government (Gen. 9). Their functions are not to overlap; when they do, there is confusion and trouble.

Fear is perhaps the lowest motive for Christian obedience; a Spirit-directed conscience lifts us to a higher level. The Christian should experience the Spirit witnessing to his or her conscience (Rom. 9:1); and, if we disobey the Lord, we know it when the Spirit convicts our consciences. Some people have an evil conscience that is unreliable. The obedient Christian should have a good conscience (1 Tim. 1:5). To disobey constantly and refuse the witness of the Spirit in the conscience leads to a defiled conscience (Titus 1:15), a seared (or calloused) conscience (1 Tim. 4:2), and finally a rejected conscience (1 Tim. 1:19).

Paul admonishes us to pay taxes (tribute), pay customs (on material things), and show proper honor to all officials. See 1 Peter 2:17ff.

The Christian is to allow no debt to remain outstanding except the one that can never be paid off—“the debt to love one another.” The obligation to love has no limit. We are to love not only those of the family of God but our “fellowman” as well. As God’s love extended to all, so must our concern reach out to believer and nonbeliever alike (cf. Matt 5:44–45). Obviously love will take different forms depending on the recipient, but the decision to “place the welfare of others over that of our own” may not be limited to those of like faith. Paul added that whoever loves his “fellowman” has satisfied all that the law requires.
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